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PRESS – BACKGROUND INFORMATION, June 2008

Backlight 08 Photo Festival – Programme:
The Backlight 08 Photo Festival (20 September – 16 November 2008) consists of exhibitions (in Finland, Austria, Italy and Poland) and a Symposium which is organised for the most part in Tampere, Finland. The title of Backlight 2008 is Tickle Attack – Humor, Laughter, Paradox, Irony and Absurd. (See www.backlight.fi)
Opening week 13–21 September 2008

Wolkersdorf (Austria), opening on 13 September 
Florence (Italy), opening on 16 September

Oulu (Finland), opening on 18 September

Tampere (Finland) opening on 19 September: open to public from 20 September.
Lodz (Poland) opening on 19 September.
Artists in Finland in the vernissage week:  Oulu – Tampere – Helsinki – Tampere – Valkeakoski
The invited guests as well as some of the artists and curators arrive in Oulu on 18 September at 14.00. The reception of the City of Oulu will be held at 15.00 and the vernissage starts at 18.00 in the Valve Café (Gallery Rantagalleria, Gallery Galleria 5).

After the vernissage in Oulu, the artists and curators will take a night train to southern Finland: Oulu–Tampere–Helsinki. The breakfast meeting at the Goethe Institut Helsinki will be followed by a trip to Tampere. 
The vernissage of all the exhibitions in Tampere will start at 17.00 in the Art Hall TR1 in the Finlayson area. The evening of the artists and curators will conclude with the vernissage of the Voipaala Art Centre in Valkeakoski.
Press conference on 18 September at 13.00, Valve Café, Oulu 
The press conference for the Backlight 08 Photo Festival in Oulu will take place in Valve Café (Hallituskatu 7). Curators Alessandra Capodacqua (Florence, Italy) and Alla Räisänen (Oulu, Finland) will be present in the conference. 
Press conference on 19 September at 15.00, Koski-sali of the Museum Centre Vapriikki, Tampere
The press conference for the Backlight 08 Photo Festival in Tampere will take place in the Koski-sali of the Museum Centre Vapriikki (Veturiaukio 4) at 15.00. Artists and curators will be present in the conference.
Backlight Award

Backlight Award is the largest international photographic award presented in Finland for photographic art. Each of this year's 56 artists is nominated for the award which will be granted at the vernissage in Tampere on 19 September. The award decision is made by a three-person jury representing the Backlight partner galleries in Aarhus (Denmark), St. Petersburg (Russia) and Luxembourg. 
Symposium and related events 
The Backlight 08 Symposium consists of seminars, lectures, public guided tours, related exhibitions, workshops, portfolio reviews and a residence program.

The first event open for public discussion is arranged on 20 September, during the vernissage weekend in Tampere. Arranged on Sunday 21 September, the portfolio review will give the artists and art students an opportunity to present their portfolios to European curators. 
In October, a research seminar will be organised by the University of Art and Design, TAMK University of Applied Sciences, University of Tampere and Photographic Centre Nykyaika.

One of the most significant target groups of the Backlight 08 Symposium are children and young people. Symposium partners include the Art Arc organisation of the City of Tampere, Children's cultural centre Rulla as well as the Pori Centre for  Children's Culture. Organised jointly with the Art Arc the workshops titled "Kikatuksen kuvakulmia" (Glimpses of Giggles) will be put together in an exhibition in the Children's cultural centre Rulla between 11 October and 9 September. Part of the artworks will also be presented at the “Vähäx valottaa” children and youth fotofestival between 12 September and 12 October. Northern Photographic Centre has also given Backlight-related workshops for children. Works can be seen in Pori (12. Sept – 12. Oct) and in Oulu (8. Jan - 28. Feb 2009). 
Organizers of Backlight 08 Photo Festival continue the Symposium-program in autumn also for students and professionals.
Backlight is also engaged in cooperation with the Pori Art Museum which will host a Backlight exhibition between 10 October 2008 and 2 February 2009. 
Exhibition tour 
The Backlight 08 network exhibitions will be closed in November. The exhibitions will then tour around the galleries of the European partners between 1 December 2008 and 19 April 2009 as well as from 10 June 2009 to 31 July 2009.
Concluding exhibition in Poland in May 2009

At the end of the project, a representative selection of the whole of the Festival will be presented at the Lodz Art Center in Poland in May 2009.

Main Festival Organiser

Photographic Centre Nykyaika, Tampere, Finland (www.backlight.fi)
Co-organisers 
FLUSS – Society for the Promotion of Photo and Media Art, Wolkersdorf , Austria (www.fotofluss.at)

Fondazione Studio Marangoni, Florence, Italy (www.studiomarangoni.it)

Lodz Art Center, Lodz, Poland (www.lodzartcenter.com) 
Northern Photographic Centre, Oulu, Finland (www.pohjoinenvalokuvakeskus.fi)

International exhibition, curators

The open call of the Festival received 572 submissions from artists across the world. Exhibition curators Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen (Photographic Centre Nykyaika), Alla Räisänen (Northern Photographic Centre), Krzysztof Candrowicz (Lodz Art Center), Martin Breindl (Fluss) and Alessandra Capodacqua (Fondazione Studio Marangoni) selected the final 56 artists for the exhibition. Works from photographers and video artists were selected.
More information:

Project Manager

Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen

Tel. +358 50 557 9960
Photographic Centre Nykyaika

ulrich.haas@backlight.fi

www.backlight.fi
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Newsletter:

PR Manager

Pirjo Talvio

Tel. +358 40 728 5260
pirjo.talvio@pointtia.fi
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This communication reflects the views of the author only, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use of the information contained herein.
