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Backlight 08 Photo Festival Exhibitions 
The International Backlight 08 Photo Festival (13 September – 16 November) will take place in Austria, Finland, Italy and Poland. Its purpose is to promote international dialogue and to provide an encounter between artists and the public. The way the curators have selected the exhibited works in collaboration is also a representation of the nature of the event and of the pursuit of a dialogue. 
The festival curators are: Martin Breindl (Fluss – Society for the Promotion of Photo- and Media Art, Wolkersdorf, Austria), Krzysztof Candrowicz (Lodz Art Center, Lodz, Poland),  Alessandra Capodacqua (Studio Marangoni, Florence, Italy), Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen (Photographic Centre Nykyaika, Tampere, Finland) and Alla Räisänen (Northern Photographic Centre, Oulu, Finland).
The Backlight 08 Photo Festival comprises of two parts: a network exhibition and a Symposium. The exhibitions displayed in the different countries form an ensemble that features the photograph and video works of 56 artists. In addition to the exhibitions, the festival programme includes a Symposium which consists of seminars, workshops, related exhibitions and reviews. The festival offers many activities especially for children and young people. The Symposium takes place mainly in the city of Tampere in Finland. The Symposium programme will be updated on the festival web page before autumn. 
Backlight 08 Presents International Photo and Video Art
The theme of the Backlight 2008 Photo Festival is Tickle Attack – Humour, Laughter, Irony, Parody and the Absurd. Laughter is a reaction to both physical and mental tickling. Each gallery and museum exhibits its own ensemble. 
The Exhibitions in Austria and Italy 
The exhibitions by Fluss in Austria and by Fondazione Studio Marangoni in Italy emphasize the surreal alongside the absurd and parody. Fluss also peeks at irony. According to the views of the Backlight curators, "everything that puzzles, bemuses and surprises is paradoxal and even ironic". 
The Exhibitions in Finland
In Tampere, Finland, the exhibitions are held in the galleries Exhibition Centre TR1, Museum Centre Vapriikki, Art Center Mältinranta and Gallery Rajatila. The exhibitions are thematic entities that have been selected according to the task of each gallery in the cultural context of the area. 
TR1 presents different urban, city life related identities. The photos in Vapriikki have a historical or a documentary perspective whereas the works in Mältinranta emphasize conceptualistic and artistic photographs and videos. Rajatila has pursued contemporary avant-garde through works that highlight a conceptualistic approach conforming to the concepts of modern art. 
The exhibitions in Oulu take place in the premises of the Northern Photographic Centre and the Oulu City Art Museum. The galleries Valve, Rantagalleria and Galleria 5 focus on the absurd and the paradox. The unexpected erupts in a laughter full of insight. The aesthetic criteria are premised on colours which are abundant in many of the photographs. 
The photos in the Voipaala Art Center in Valkeakoski provoke laughter through a documentary representation of circus and clowns. The photos at the Goethe-Institut Finnland in Helsinki take a humoristic approach on the characteristics of Germans by presenting national stereotypes in a hilarious light. Later on in October, the Pori Art Museum will inaugurate three alternating exhibitions of photographs and videos. 
The Exhibition in Poland
In September, the Lodz Art Center in Poland will exhibit the works of four Finnish artists: Tatu Hiltunen, Jorma Mylly, Pekka Niittyvirta and Okko Oinonen. These Finnish photographers study the lives of their countrymen in a fashion true to the theme of the exhibition – Tickle Attack.
The postcards of Helsinki by Pekka Niittyvirta are not the typical flower markets and happy people depicted in most scenery cards. They show rain, slush and partygoers early in the morning. The humoristic documentary photographs by Jorma Mylly bring absurd comedy to the exhibition ensemble: a fire brigade posing in front of a burning building. Okko Oinonen has built a commercial-type fantasy world around the theme On the top of the iceberg / Intellectual Exiles whereas Tatu Hiltunen studies what it is like to be a human through a series of photos on man and the northern nature.
Backlight 08 Presented in Many European galleries, Representative Exhibition in Lodz
The Backlight 08 Photo Festival network exhibition will be closed in November. The works will then tour around the galleries of the European partners between 1 December 2008 and 19 April 2009 as well as from 10 June 2009 to 31 July 2009. At the end of the project, a representative selection of works from the whole festival will be presented at the Lodz Art Center in Poland in May 2009.
More information on the exhibitions can be found on the festival home page at www.backlight.fi.
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