Newsletter, 23 March 2009

Free for Publication

[image: image1.jpg]BACKLIGHT

¥5






Backlight - upcoming events in 2009 
Backlight 08 Photo Festival has been successful. The main exhibitions in 2008 had over 30 000 visitors and The Symposium program had 5000 participants last year. Backlight 08 Photo Festival continues in 2009 with several upcoming events.
* * *
APRIL: Backlight exhibitions in Austria and Russia

Presentation 5.– 26. April 2009 in Fluss, Austria:

“Males’ Tales”: Tatu Hiltunen, Jorma Mylly, Pekka Niittyvirta, Okko Oinonen.
The exhibition is an integral but also self-contained part of Backlight 08. This specifically “Nordic” travelling exhibition, brings together four Finnish artists who each explore, from a different angle, typical rituals of masculinity. A common motif throughout is the (self) ironic, intentionally melodramatic and pseudo documentary-like style in which the artists look at the heroism and alleged “closeness to nature” of the Nordic Male. The combination of all these elements transforms this motif into a satirical deconstruction of its own myth.

Further information: http://www.fotofluss.at/t_ausstellungen.cfm?jz=2009

Presentation from 1. April - 31. May 09 in Russia:

Ivo Mayr in ROSPHOTO, The State Russian Centre of Photography in St. Petersburg (www.rosphoto.org). 
More information: Project Manager Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen, ulrich.haas@backlight.fi
* * *
MAY: Backlight exhibitions in Poland
Backlight will display a representative selection of all European wide exhibitions in May as Backlight 08 forms the main programme of the FotoFestiwal 09 in Poland. This year exhibitions from the Main Programme will be presented in Lodz and Warsaw. Following artists and projects will be exhibited on May:

Tickle Attack in Lodz:
Herman van den Boom, Arcadia redesigned, Belgium
Midori Mitamura + Masanori Ikeda, Knitting Woman in the tenement-house , Japan
Andrea Stultiens, Come, my girl to the mountains (is a part of the project: Travels & Escapes), The Netherlands
Kateřina Držková, Barbora Kleinhamplová, IKEA - Show (in) Rooms, Czech Republic
Anne Guest, 2 minute warning, Great Britain
Martin Kollar, Twelwe star, Slovakia
Jan von Holleben, Dreams of Flying, Germany
G.R.A.M. (Gunther Holler-Schuster, Martin Behr), Innocent Anarchists, Austria
Jonathan Gitelson, Dream Job, USA
John Goto, John Goto’s New World Circus, Great Britain
Giuseppe Di Bella, Abu Ghraib series (2004/2006), Great Britain
Rafał Milach, Disappearing Circus, Poland
Lilly McElroy, I throw myself at men, USA
Elodie Pong, Panda dance, Sweden
Siri Hayes, Transition portraits, Australia
Marco i Saverio Lanza, Pastisz, Italy
My Hellsten, Fjällkor, Sweden Paula Muhr, Casanova, Germany
Piero Steinle, The Triumph of Laughter, Italy
Luce Moreau, Venice prom’ time, France
Erik Boker, Product Dissections, USA
Mai Yamashita & Naoto Kobayashi, Infinity, Germany
Bettina Flitner, Boatpeople, Germany
Ivo Mayr, Passers-bye, Germany

Tickle Attack in Warsaw:
Camilla Micheli, Itaku –Italian Cosplay, Italy
Ilse Leenders & Maurits Giesen, Mimicry, France & The Netherlands
Matt Siber, Floating logos (Series II), USA
Reiner Riedler, Fake holidays, Austria
More information: Project Manager Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen, ulrich.haas@backlight.fi
Further information: http://fotofestiwal.com/2009/programme/main-programme
* * *

JUNE: Research seminar in Finland 

Backlight Symposium program consist the research seminar at The University of Art and Design, Helsinki, Finland on 10. - 11. June 2009. Seminar will intertwine touch, humor, photography and the image.
The first day of the conference will adhere more closely to photography related matters and the second day will expand the theme and will be related philosophical issues, beyond photography.
Confirmed keynote speakers:

Mr. Julian Stallabrass, Reader in Art History, Courtauld Institute of Art, London
Mr. Simon Critchley, Professor and Chair of Philosophy, New School for Social Research, New York City
Mr. Michael Wetzel, Professor für Neuere deutsche Literaturwissenschaft, Universität Bonn

Seminar is a part of the Year of Photography in Finland 2009 -events and the conference will be organised by Photographic Centre Nykyaika; The University of Art and Design; "Figures of Touch" -research project by the Academy of Finland; The Finnish Museum of Photography.

Further information: Professor Dr. Harri Laakso, University of Art and Design, harri.laakso@taik.fi

* * *
PREVIOUS NEWSLETTERS AND IMAGES FOR MEDIA

Previous Backlight 08 Photo Festival Newsletters and Festival Programme: www.backlight.fi.
Images for media: irma.puttonen@backlight.fi
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Project Manager Ulrich Haas-Pursiainen

Photographic Centre Nykyaika

Tel. +358 50 557 9960
www.backlight.fi
This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This communication reflects the views of the author only, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use of the information contained herein.
